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Tl'u:i‘-mum ceriainly one of the
animals that Mother Nature ever made. The largest
Hind weaighed up 10 4 tons and measured 25 feet from
of its srmall, poinied head o the hugs spia-covered

&l thi encl of its poweniul tall. That's about as
a5 thres smal mmwmmarm
canier of its back stood huge,
v e fpet tal. Tmmmmmmdmmm
the back ones that it amoest looked ke it was doing

covered it named i thal bacause the anmor plates reminded

= chai A

him of the shingles on & ool

There ware marny bypes of in thil ancient
world. Some were 12 feet long, ofhers 25 feat. Some weghed
1 ton, othiss 4 1ons. Sorm had 4 spikes on ther tals, others 8
and one had 12. They even had ditferant numbsans of plates on
S bk,

Thunﬁhmnspﬂtﬂstagmnmgnm

ower 10 milon years of time, Th&biaspmmﬂ'llmrtd
spikes is called Stegosaurus slenops. An even Digger spe-
ches with eight spikes s calied Siegosaurus unguiatus. And
not all of themn ivad at the same time.

wrenp,mmmmm:umswmtm

small compared 1o the rest of the body. s brain was no larger
than a goff ball. That's tiny for such a large animal, But that
doas not mean & was stupid. A crocodike has & small brain
Aryoni who hag ever soen a crocodile hurting would not cal
it cumi

The Stegoeaurus was a plant eating animal |piant eatens
pre colled herbivores). It would el eenes from tres tops.

Disspitis S Niigpd iz, I was not clumsy. B could s1and up on
its rear legs much ke a kanganoo. But with a strong tad for

. Bupport, it could sit back and relax while @ munched on lunch

Ther Stegosaurus used (s all bor more than just a big
was armad with sharp two oot long
apﬁmxmmdmmﬁum without a doubt - one of
the nastiest weapons a plant eater aver had. Thﬂ
Stegoasurus was a member of a group caled

Dingsaurs. They even had armor plates on ther eyebrows!
Likoar rrasscienail kg s, thase dinosaurs developed sults of ar-
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o and dangerous waapons to defend thamsehes from their
anambes. e Voous maal eating dinosaurs (Frésl ealers ane
cabed carnivores ).

Spinning rapidy on s short but powerlu front legs, a
Stigasauns could Swing ths war clb with daadly 1oice, Few

wasn't going o just et itsef be eaten.

S0, lets get in our Bme machine and go back o the tma
of the Stegosauns. Lets go to Morth America 130 milion
years ago. As we 5hep out of the me machine, we can see a
Stegosaurus off in the distances, The Slegosaurus B siing
back on its tal, larly munching on the top of a pine tree. Dut

of tha comer of s It notices two Coratosaurs sniaking

Th.ri'.'!l'(rr THUMBI! QOOOFF! Jusst wihesn wae are ready
10 6480 back into owr me machine, we are Stanied by a
Sucden noise.

Wi look up in wonder at a huge cloud of dust tossad Into
thea ar not far from us. hﬂmrﬂdﬂbdm&ﬂmﬂmm
dinosaurs that look ke incredibly rge. i kangaroos with
huge heads. Watcing them are perhaps a dozen of the same
dincsaurs. One iowers ils haad and charges, butling the other
hmm.wmﬂmmammmmm
go. charging and mamming. This butting goes on untl one s
finaly knocked down. He gets back up, only 1o be knocked

| dewn again. Qut of bresth, he lies 5411 He finally gets up, sore
- bt hurt, Thee other, content with his viclory, kemves him alone.

What we wilnessed was 8 cones! Detween two dinosawrs

callod thi Pachycephsioss mus.
An ancestor of the Stegosaurss fas been dscovensd The Pachyocephalcsaurus was a plant aating anmal (an
in China. Chinese paleontologists hawe namad it harbivore) it was not very big by dincsaur standards. Stand-

It locks & ot ke & Stegoesuns but is just  ing at ten fset, it was about four feet taller than an osinch
15 fee long and only has small § inch anmoned plsies on its Like the osirich, the Pacdhyoephalosaurus was bipedal.
back, You can see it now on deplay at the Burke Museun of  Bepedal means that it waled on its two mear legs much ke a
Maitural History in Seattie, Washington, where It I8 on loan  person does (The Toex was also a bpedal dinosaur) The
from the Chinese government. dmwmw;mnam chibky
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HM!M!MMM&W!

mrﬁnmmmmammnm
not hive Spikes or 8 ‘thick skin. It did not have fangs
or a warclub. Co o other it ws not very

son's hoad. But mone than that, these helmets can be wsed to
deliver & good hard knock.

The Pach wmatd s head lon a giant bather-
ing ram. This thick domed head on top of its strong muscular
neck would make @ mone dangerous than & charging bull
[Even a large predator like the Tyrannosaunes might think twice

2 - www.dinoriders.com

bedone aftacking 8 Pachyocaphalosaunus and risk getting bro-

laan lags or ribs. This mountan sheep defends. itsell by butting

with its head and couid chase off & much |anges Granmy.
Mountain sheep use head butting for mare:

Ez

sach ather horn-to-haem without slipping.
had such & round head that it couldn't

Pachycephaiosauns
butt head-io-head without
each other in the side of the

« THE THUNDER LIZARD

e ground shook as this 30 ton gl widkid by with sasy &

fool sirides. Smaler dnosawrs and tiny mammals hurriad
out of s way a5 & cruised by at a lazy 10 miles an hour
Weighing 8s much &5 ten crous slepharts, it was one of the
largest orimals She workd ever i A blg school bus woulkd be
sl compared o 8 creature 00 bt fresn PO 4o
tail. The smal head on top of s -
neck could masily hane looked inko the window of 8 Sree story
Bulding

Off, And 30 they probakbly hit

This i often one of the first creatures that come o peo-
ple's minds when fhey think of DINOSALIRS. H's tha ggantic
Brontosaurus

The rame Bromtosaunus comes from the ancent Greek
words “tronio” and “saurus”. “Brombo”™ means thunder and,
as you already know; “saurus” means lizand. s easy to see
witry sciantists would cal it tha “thundarizard™. Tha sarth must
hawn trembled o the sound of distant hundar when ths
gant want for & stroll

The first Brontosawus was found in 1877 at Morrison,
Colorado. its discovery caused @ Sensation anund Me wond.
Pocxpie weri tolaly amared. How could amy land animal poss-
by b 50 big? Just a few yoars [ater, Bs pctune could be seen
in books and encyciopedias on every continent and in dozens
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Likua thea Stagaosauns, the Bromtosauns was an hervwone
{an arimal that aats plants). They ate leaves from v 1ops or
high bushes. That was ey bor th Bromosiurus, seeing as it
was 50 tall. Like the Stegosauns. the Brontosaunss was able
to stand up on its reer iegs. Despie its mmense size, it could
push off the ground with ite powenul front and lean back
o ibs assive tail. Now it was nbie to eot the wany up on
the tops of the trees. Sitting back Ike this, it would be able to
look indo the window of & four story bulding, The highest even
& long nechid giralle could reach is 18 feet.

First ook :
bl wisry mwch lke an elephant’s. Mow, an alaphant has vy, 10 hold as much walter @5 & lange bath fub.
strong legs that ane buill 1o walk on dry land, not mud. It has Fossils are usually the hard parts of the dinosawr, ke
thick pads on its feat thal absorb shock B  good set of  bones and tseth, that have turned to stona, But
sniakirs 00es when you run. The feet ana not much wider  fooltprnts can bacome fossils, oo can el &
than its legs. A four ton sephant te able to welkk greal dis-  lof about how Brontoaaurs ived from thair footprints.
tancess and can achueslly run faster than a man. Thair foatgrints arg armost abseys found n o groups of

The Bromicssmnus’ legs weee much the same, 1t had mas- 30 o 40 other Brontosaurs. So it looks ke they ravled in @
sive, sturdy lags that coukl move its gigantic weight with ease.  hend much ike deer or ek da. Can you imagine & herd of
And Brontosaurus’ feet were bul ke elephar feot. With fest  animals! i must have been inorecible of

i
!
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e an Aliosaurus. it didn't heve big, sharp teeth ke a Tnex or
spies on S end of its tal ke & Stegosaurus. But a dose
look at the feet shows it had strong claws, making tham
powertul weapons of defense. Not even the fearsoma Carae
feesaurus would want this dincesaur to rear up on its back legs
and crash down on il enushing him into the dirt. But fhe most
poweriul weapon Brontosauns hid wes its long, whip-ile tail.
Wihen the Brontosaunss snapped its muscular 50 foot tal Be
A gigansc bullwhip, no aacker would want 10 be in the way of
this bone cnushing biow

It was o late for the hand o heip. Seaing the attack, the
bu Broniosaunses formed & protective ciice arcund the
mm-giur-mu T“g-r-himl.T:
c-tndhmdmuhruﬂ. tails lashed out

Carnhwomne: (CARMN-na-vore): Mmmmm.Am
aating animal is usualy a predalor

Gonus (GEE-nus]; Amammm-ww
lated to one anoiher.

Herbivore (HERB-n-wore): An animal thl eats plants.

WWWWI A scianiist wha stud-
ies dinosawrs and enclent e

Species (SPEE-shess) A group of animais that are just ike
one another.

Geologlst (gea-OH-low-gistk A scentlst who studkas the
|arth.

Animal Behavior [Dea-HAY-your) How an animal acts in real
other members of its own species or how it hunts fior food,
Bipedal (by-PEE-dall An animal that waks on its rear two
leagys ol it e 50N O & TyTANNOSALINS P,

Proy (PRAY): An arimal that & predador catohes for food. W
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QUESTIONS and ANSWERS

G How do dinosaurs get their namas?
A: There's no graal mystery 1o naming dinosaurs. Actually,
anyone can do it § they know a few simpla ruies.

Each dincsaur has is own nama 50 it does not get mixed
up with another ona. Most scientists use old Gress or Latin

waords o name them but you can use
miwam.am.ugtu looks ke or

want.

mgmmdimwm
stenaps. The first word is the namea of the genus of animals
& group of animals who are closa relathws. So
is the genus narme for all of the diferent kinds of

The second word is abways the name of the
aivays slarts with a small letier. A Speces & a group of ani-
mais that &ne just ke one ancither. In this case, “stenops™ lells
s auactly which speces of Stegosaur we ang talking about. It
comes from the Greek words that maan “narow face”,

‘fou can dig up the bones yourself or study one aiready in
A museym. But before you can name a dinosaur, you have 1o
study lihe bones and be able to prove Tt it S 8 new speces.
Todo

Once the palsontologist knows how big the mods is, he
can tell how much it weaighs. He knows that the ol an
arimal i a [te leas than the same amount of waken sy
the waiter that the model takes up weighs: 2 pounds. So, if the
real dnosaur ks 1,000 tmes lager than the moded, we know
the resll dinosaur weighed about 2,000 pounds.

mnmummumimmm
the Age of Bromioaseus. So owr friend the Brondosaurus
wasnl tha hemiest or the longest. w
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Look for these great Dino-Riders products at a store near you!

Page 7



www.dinoriders.com

Newsletter Vol. 1 No. 2 - www.dinoriders.com

11} WEONICRALR

i WA~

Rulons
(1] YRR EEY 1% SALMOIOFHE. 1V FRRARGEOS 07 NORSLOANS
weitth rwbme, Bitor & Cobrm wiith L & Hisfiies R Rashii it Raep L Pulen Dirwoer g ‘wlth Moka B Ralis Qimisaw T

Each sold separately.
“Dino- Riclers, the associated trademarts, the Dino-Riders characters, and thelr detincthe Protedim U.A HaY
Feenesses. pre the propenty of TYOD Industries, 6, Mount Laurel, Mew Jersey™ fog o]
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